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NURS 8916 - Health Care Policy
Fall 2026 Syllabus, Section 01, CRN 42623,
Credit hours: 3

Instructor
Daniel Van Dussen

Email: djvandussen@ysu.edu

Public Instructor Information
Professor:  Dr. Daniel J. Van Dussen

Professional Qualifications:

Ph.D. Gerontology University of Maryland, Baltimore County 2006

M.A. Sociology The University of Akron 2001

B.A. Sociology Mount Union College 1997

Office: Cushwa Hall 1126

Phone: 330-941-1683

Course Description
8916. Health Care Policy. The primary focus of this course is to explore the leadership role of nurses in health policy development and implementation 
as well as the role of research in health care policy formation and planning. Special emphasis is placed on selected national and international health 
policy issues that form the socio-political and economic context of nursing care and practice. Ethical dimensions of public policy formulations and 
implementation are highlighted. 3 s.h.

Course Readings
Group Title Author ISBN
Required Delivering Health Care in America Shi & Singh 9781284224610

The course readings are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances, research developments, current events, and/or to ensure better 
learning.

Schedule of Topics and Assignments
Week of Reading(s) Proposed Topic Due/To Prepare for Class
8/24 Chapters 1-2 Foundations of Healthcare System Introductory Discussion Board due 8/26
8/31 Chapters 3-4 Medicare Post Healthcare Delivery Nations by 9/2 

Discussion Chapters 1-2 by 9/2 
Discussion Board Chapters 3-4 due 9/2

9/14 Chapters 5-6 Medical Tech and Financing Public Policy Topics due 9/16 
Discussion Board Chapters 5&6

9/21 Exam 1 Exam 1 due 9/23 Found in Module 3
9/28 Chapters 7&8 Outpatient and Inpatient Services Discussion Board Due 9/30
10/5 Chapters 9&10 Managed care and Long-term care Discussion Board due 10/7
10/12 Ageism presentation Ageism and Healthcare Discussion board due 10/14
10/19 Chapters 11 & 12 Healthcare access and costs Discussion Board due 10/21 

Poster drafts due 10/21
10/26 Policy White Papers White papers due 10/28
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11/2 Social Security Social Security Discussion board Social Security due 11/4
11/9 Chapter 13 Health Policy Discussion ch 13 due 11/10 due to holliday
11/16 Pharmaceuticals 

Chapter 14
Pharmacy 
Future of Healthcare

Pharmacy Discussion Board Due 11/18 
Discussion Board 14 due 11/18

11/30 Comparative Healthcare Delivery Projects Presentations and Papers due 12/2/26
12/7 Exam 2 Due 12/7/23

The course schedule, policies, procedures, and assignments in this course are subject to change in the event of extenuating circumstances, by mutual 
agreement, and/or to ensure better learning.
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